
Conference on Retroviruses 
and Opportunistic Infections 
(CROI) Round Up!

Austin Chan, MD
Division of Infectious Diseases
Morehouse School of Medicine
March 16, 2023



2

Disclosures

I have no disclosures.

March 22, 2023



3

AETC Program National Centers and HIV 
Curriculum

• National Coordinating Resource Center – serves as the central web –
based repository for AETC Program training and capacity building resources; 
its website includes a free virtual library with training and technical assistance 
materials, a program directory, and a calendar of trainings and other events. 
Learn more: https://aidsetc.org/

• National Clinical Consultation Center – provides free, peer-to-peer, expert 
advice for health professionals on HIV prevention, care, and treatment and 
related topics. Learn more: https://nccc/ucsf.edu

• National HIV Curriculum – provides ongoing, up –to-date HIV training and 
information for health professionals through a free, web –based curriculum; 
also provides free CME credits, CNE contact hours, CE contact hours, and 
maintenance of certification credits. Learn more: www.hiv.uw.edu
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https://aidsetc.org/
https://nccc/ucsf.edu
http://www.hiv.uw.edu/


4

March 22, 2023



5

Objectives

 Discuss the new data from CROI in 3 
contexts
• HIV Morbidity and Mortality
• HIV and Depression
• Prophylactic STI Treatment
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Trends in mortality in people living 
with HIV in an international cohort 
(RESPOND)

March 22, 2023

Tusch E, Pelchen-Matthews A, Peters L, et al. Trends in mortality in people living with HIV in an international cohort 
(RESPOND). 30th CROI, Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections, February 19-22, 2023, Seattle. 
Abstract 870.
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Outcomes

 Primary outcome – death from any cause. 
 Utilized ICD9 and ICD10 codes for death
 Computed Age-standardized mortality rates 

(ASMR)
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Methods

 Used data from the Comparative Outcomes and 
Service Utilization Trends (COAST) study

 Study period April 1, 1996 – March 31, 2013
 Comparisons between groups were performed 

using Chi-square test or Fisher exact test for 
categorical variables and Kruskall-Wallis test for 
continuous variables.

 Test of trend over time were performed using 
Kendall rank correlation. 

March 22, 2023
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Trends in mortality in people living 
with HIV in an international cohort 
(RESPOND)

March 22, 2023

Tusch E, Pelchen-Matthews A, Peters L, et al. Trends in mortality in people living with HIV in an international cohort 
(RESPOND). 30th CROI, Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections, February 19-22, 2023, Seattle. 
Abstract 870.
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(NEURO)INFLAMMATORY 
BIOMARKERS MEDIATE
THE ASSOCIATION 
BETWEEN HIV AND 
DEPRESSION

March 22, 2023

Mudra Rakshasa-Loots, A et al. (NEURO)INFLAMMATORY BIOMARKERS MEDIATE
THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN HIV AND DEPRESSION. CROI 2023 Feb 20 – 23. 
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Effect of Common 
Antiretroviral 
Combinations on 
Depressive Symptoms in 
Women with HIV

March 22, 2023

Parra-Rodriguez L, O'Halloran J, Wang Y, et al. Effect of common antiretroviral combinations on depressive 
symptoms in women with HIV. 30th CROI, Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections, February 19-22, 
2023, Seattle. Abstract 469.
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Methods
 The DETOX study included 2 consecutive design 

phases. 

 In phase one, participants who reported poor quality 
of sleep in the Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index (PSQI) 
were randomized to switch at baseline from 
DTG/3TC/ABC to DRV/COBI/FTC/TAF (immediate 
switch arm) or to continue 4 weeks with 
DTG/3TC/ABC and then switch to 
DRV/COBI/FTC/TAF (deferred switch arm). 

 In phase 2, participants from both arms completed 8 
weeks of follow-up after their switch to 
DRV/COBI/FTC/TAF.
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Objectives
 Primary: compare changes in the quality of sleep, 

measured with the PSQI from baseline to week 4 
between study arms. 

 Secondary
• Compare changes in patient-reported 

neuropsychiatric symptoms detected and 
quantified, using HADS and DETOX 
questionnaires, from baseline to week 4

• Evaluate changes in quality of sleep using 
HADS/DETOX

• Viral suppression on switching regimens

March 22, 2023
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Effect of Common 
Antiretroviral 
Combinations on 
Depressive Symptoms in 
Women with HIV
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Parra-Rodriguez L, O'Halloran J, Wang Y, et al. Effect of common antiretroviral combinations on depressive 
symptoms in women with HIV. 30th CROI, Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections, February 19-22, 
2023, Seattle. Abstract 469.
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DOLUTEGRAVIR IS 
ASSOCIATED WITH MORE
DEPRESSIVE SYMPTOMS IN 
OLDER PEOPLE WITH HIV

Roy, U et al. DOLUTEGRAVIR IS ASSOCIATED WITH MORE DEPRESSIVE SYMPTOMS IN OLDER PEOPLE WITH HIV. CROI 
2023 Feb 20-23. 
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Doxycycline PEP
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Methods

 Randomized, open-label trial among Seattle and 
San Francisco MSM/TGW living with HIV or on 
PrEP who had N. gonorrhea, C. trachomatis, or 
early syphilis in the past year. 

 Subjects were randomized 2:1 to 200 mg 
doxycycline within 72 hours of condomless sex or 
no doxycycline with STI testing at enrollment, 
quarterly, and when symptomatic. 

 Trial had >80% power to detect a 50% reduction in 
STI incidence, assuming a 10% quarterly STI 
incidence
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Potential impact and 
efficiency of doxy-PEP among 
people with or at risk of HIV
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Methods

 1:1 Open labeled, randomized, superiority trial to 
determine the effectiveness benefit of dPEP to 
reduce STI incidence among women taking PrEP
for HIV prevention 

 Kisumu, Kenya
 Cisgendered women 18 – 30 years of age. 
 Had current prescription PrEP according to Kenyan 

national guidelines
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Methods - Intervention

 Doxycycline 200 mg within 24 hrs and up to 72 hrs
after each vaginal receptive sex act as daily as if 
indicated

 Routine pregnancy counseling was performed and 
provided

 1:1 adherence counseling for PrEP was provided
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Results
 Enrolled 449 cisgender women on PrEP
 18% had an STI at the time they entered the study
 109 new STIs were diagnosed, 50 among those 

using doxycycline PEP compared to 59 among 
those randomized to no doxycycline and standard 
of care

 78% of the new STIs were chlamydia, only 1 new 
case of syphilis
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Thank you!
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DoxyPEP and Meningococcal Vax 
Keep Protecting MSM PrEP Users 
From STIs
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